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CERFAIN CONSIDE- 
RATIONS AND CAUTIONS 


Agreed upon by the Minis TERs 
of Lowdonand Weftminfter,and within the 


Lines of Communication at Syor Colledpe, 
June 19+ 1646. 


According to which they Reſolve to put the 


Presbyteriall Government into Execution upon the 
Ordinances of Parliament heretofore 


publiſhed. 


66 Miniſters of Chrift reliding with- 

[& in the Cities of Londen and Weſt» 

)/ 5 mmpſier, and Lines of Communication, 

, fo Having ſeen and read an Order of 

LOA the Honourable Houſe of Commons, 

t&>4 aſſembled in Parliament, bearing 

© date June g. 1646. requiring and. 

; enJoyning all the A7azters of the 
Province of London forthwith to put in Execution the 
Ordinances COncerning Chaurch-Government ; hold it re- 


A. 2 quiſite. 
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(4) 
cuiſite, humbly and faithfully as inthe ftghr of God, to 
ſhew our Judgements and Reſolutions about this 
Weightie mater, for the clearing of our TIntegrities, 
and preſerving of cur Conſciences, void of offence both 
towards God and towardz men. : 

We have ſeriouſly pondered the pr. ſent ſtate of 
things, and find our ſelves whether we Act,1s is required, 
or AQ not,tobe in a very great Straight Oa the one 
hand, P»elacy being juſtly puifd dorn, and the Church 
miſeravly groaning under diforer and confulton ; many 
things cry aloud upon us in our places to put Church- 
Government into Actuall Execution, The Glory of Go? 
the Edification of his Charch, the duty of our Fun07, the 
Engagement of our Solemne Covenant with God, the Com- 
41d of the Ciuill Magpiſtratewaich fo far as we Can with 
2 200d Conſcience we are refolved, and hold it our dnty 
to obey, and the preſent # i prog miſeries of the Charch, 
by woſnll Diviſions, Blaſphemrec, Hereſies, Abhominab/: 
Looſeneſſe, Libertiniſme, and Atheiſme, and the ſpiritual 
Rutne of many Congregations, through falſe Teachers, or 
want of faithfull Paſtors for lack of Ordination. On 
the other hand, up5n conſideration of all the Ordinances 
of Parliament about Church-Government,, We finde 
many Neceſlarie things not yet eftabliſhed, and ſome 
things wherein our Conſciences are not ſo fully ſatisfieds 
Andrherefore in our beginning to AR, we Cannot but 
torcſee hovw likely we are to be {iniſterly Interpreted by 
many who are prone to miſconſtrue all our Actions of 
this Nature. We thereupon hold it neceſſirie to ex- 
preſſe upon what grounds we may proceed to At upon 
the Ordinazces already eſtabliſhed by Authority. 


Although 


( 

Although we conceive ts power of Charch Cenſurer, 
and 1a particular the keeping of Ignorant and Scands- 
lous perſons from the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, 
to be in Church-officers by the will and Appointment of Je 
ſus Chriſt, and from Him, they receive their Office and 4u- 
thor!ty, Yer we acknowledge it belongs tothe Magiſtrate 
to hve his Conſcience ſatisfied in the Truth of rbat Goe 
vernment of the Church which he will ſer up by his 
Authority , from whom the Church-Officers do re- 
celve Authority of the publick Exerciſe of their Offices 
within his Dominions. And in caſe the Magiſtrate be 
rot 1o fully :nformed as to ſet up a right and perfect 
Rule tn every particular, the Church-Officers may yet 
Act under that Rule , provided that they do not Sub- 
{cribeto, or otherwi'e acknow:edze that Rule to be cn- 
tireand right inall points. And therefore for theſe par- 
ticular Ordinances, although we humbly conceive, that 
they do 10t hold forth a Complear Rule, nor are 1n all 
points fattsf:&ory to our Conſcicnces : Yet becauſe we 
find many things eſtabliſhed in them agrecalle to the ward of 
God, tfor which we deſtie heartily to Zleſſe God, and ta te 
Thauk/u! to the Hoaoursble Houſes ) Provilion being 
made for enabling the Elderſhips by their Authoritte 
ro keep away from the Lords Supp-r ail Ignorant per- 
ſons, and many Scin3alous perſons, wit! a Declaration 
of their Reſolution, that A Notorious and Scan ialoss 
Ojenders (hall be kept from the Sacrament, and that there 
ſha!! be a further Addition to the Scandilous offences 
formerly erumerated; VVe conceive it 1s our dutte to 
begin to Ac, In reference to C hurch-Goverament, by 
Congregationall, Clafsicall, Provinciall, and Nationall 

Aſſemblies, 


= _ 
Aﬀemblies. Refolving by Gods grace to walk in all 
things according io the Rule of the Word, and according to 
theſe Ordinances fo far as we conceive them correſpons 
dent tot; andto be countable to the Magiftrate when- 
focver he ſhall call us cthereumte. Hoping ſo to carry our 
ſelves asnot onely to enjoy his Concurrence with us on 
all occaſions : but alſo that he will fupply what is lack- 
ing to makethe Government entire, and likewi'e make 
Alterations in all things that ſhall appear to be amifle. 
And inthus doing, we truſt we ſhai not grieve the ſpirits of 
the truly Godly , exther at home or abroad, zor give any juſt 


occaþon to them that are contrary minded to blame onr pro- 
ecedings, 


